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Questions about AA? 

Call the EVI office: 541-342-4113 - Available 24/7      

Visit Us: 741 Main St. Springfield - Open Mon.-Fri. 9AM-5PM 

Website: www.eviaa.org 

 

 

Step 9 
Made direct amends… 

“Made direct amends to such people wherever possible, 
except when to do so would injure them or others. ” 

What’s happening? 

Keep the EVI website useful to yourselves and newcomers – send 

meeting and other updates to: eviaaweb@gmail.com 

Please share stories of how you and your groups are welcoming & 

retaining newcomers during this unique time to the EVI Newsletter: 

evinewsaa@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.eviaa.org/
mailto:eviaaweb@gmail.com
mailto:evinewsaa@gmail.com
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The Invisible Boat AA (Clancy I.)  

Submitted by Ron R. 

Staying sober was all that I wanted when I 

came to AA. At the time, I thought that 

removing the alcohol from my life, as well 

as the other sources of amusement, would 

allow me to be the great guy I pretended I 

was and let me look down on those whose 

only function seemed to be to criticize and 

make my life hell. Without alcohol I was 

convinced my “enemies” would have 

nothing to complain about and their superficiality would be as obvious as my suffering and sacrifice. 

My ultimate vindication would follow forthwith.  

 

I heard a lot about “surrender” when I came around, but until I became  willing to believe a power 

greater than me could remove the insane ideas  expressed in the opening paragraph, surrender, 

whether to alcohol or life itself, was inconceivable. The paradox is that until I took actions I DID 

NOT think would work, I had no chance of believing in anything. Only then did I begin to realize that 

what I thought did not have to be consistent with what I believed.  

 

I bring all this up because lately I’ve been listening to Clancy 

I’s story of “The Invisible Boat”, one of the most effective 

allegories I’ve encountered in recovery. I’ve heard about this 

lesson more than I’ve actually heard it, but it’s included as part 

of a weekend retreat Clancy led in  Toronto in the early 90’s, (a 

presentation he has described as his favorite recording of the 

zillions of his tapes available). In the version I heard Clancy used 

the Invisible Boat as means of distinguishing between good and 

bad treatment centers, but it can be presented, I suspect, as a 

basic primer on the first three steps or the early stages of 

recovery that lead to long term sobriety.  

Remembering Clancy I. 
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Continued The Invisible Boat AA (Clancy I.), Submitted by Ron R. 

What Clancy talks about is the taking of suggestions that, to the average alcoholic, appear to be 

ridiculous on their face. He draws a parallel between two groups of people leaving Toronto for 

Cleveland, each traveling by boat. In Clancy’s tale the Treatment Centers offer a beautiful yacht 

with clean beds, excellent food and first class accommodations. The AA group’s mode of 

transportation is a boat that only they can see and which they fully expect you to board and help 

power. Most of us, given this choice, opt for the Treatment center’s mode of transport, but it is not 

until we’re halfway across the lake that we learn their boat is going only halfway towards recovery. 

They get us started, but it is up to us to complete the journey. In Clancy’s metaphor we’re thrown into 

the lake, where we meet AA groups paddling in a boat we still can’t see. And its only when we’re out of 

options that we agree to climb into this “boat” that should not float given our view of such matters. In 

spite of our cynicism we’re told to shut up and row; and if we do so, pretty soon we get our oars in the 

water, we begin to make progress and little by little the boat gains substance and its means of keeping 

us afloat becomes more apparent. The longer we keep at it, the bigger our boat becomes. That doesn’t 

mean we don’t need a sponsor to tell us when we’re rowing with the oars upside down, but it does 

mean our eyes are gradually opened to a solution that we could not see before. In an interesting 

sidelight, Clancy alludes to the “old timers” who lose their compass and direction and before they 

know it their boat begins to take on water as they begin to take on alcohol. The problem is, when the 

old timer comes back to AA they not only face the problem of staying sober they faces this problem in 

a little row boat, not the big cabin cruiser to which they’d become accustomed. The disappointment 

keeps many from coming back to AA.  

 

For this alcoholic, Prayer was my 

invisible boat; but I did not find 

my oars until I got down on my 

knees to look for them. The funny 

thing is, I still don’t think it will 

work, even though I believe it has 

for some time now. My beliefs 

have “bailed out” my thoughts 

many times since those 

early days. Thank God for that 

Invisible boat.  
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A.A. Historical Events  
in the Month of September 

 
Sept 1 

1939 – First AA group founded in Chicago. 

Sept 11 
2001 – 30 Vesey St, New York. Location of AA’s first office is destroyed during the World 
Trade Center attack. 

Sept 12 
1942 – U.S. Assist. Surgeon General Kolb speaks at dinner for Bill and Dr Bob. 

Sept 13 
1937 – Florence R, first female in AA in NY. 

Sept 13 
1941 – WHJP in Jacksonville, FL airs Spotlight on AA. 

Sept 17 
1954 – Bill D, AA #3 dies. 

Sept 18 
1947 – Dallas Central Office opens its doors. 

Sept 19 
1965 – The Saturday Evening Post publishes “Alcoholics Can Be Cured Despite AA” 

Sept 19 
1975 – Jack Alexander, author of original Saturday Evening Post article, dies. 

Sept 21 
1938 – Bill W. & Hank P. form Works Publishing Co. 

Sept 24 
1940 – Bill 12th steps Bobbie V., who later replaced Ruth Hock as his secretary in NY. 

Sept 30 
1939 – article in Liberty magazine, “Alcoholics and God” by Morris Markey. 
 

Other significant events which occurred in September, but for which 
we do not have a specific date: 

1930 – Bill wrote 4th (last) promise in family Bible to quit drinking 
1939 – Group started by Earl T. in Chicago. 
1940 – AA group started in Toledo by Duke P. & others. 
1940 – Journal of Nervous and Mental Diseases gives Big Book unfavorable review. 
1946 – Bill & Dr. Bob both publicly endorsed National Committee Education Alcoholism 
founded by Marty M. 
1946 – First A.A. group in Mexico. 
1948 – Bob writes article for Grapevine on AA, “Fundamentals In Retrospect”. 
1949 – First issue of A.A. Grapevine published in “pocketbook” size. 
 

Source: https://www.aa-oregon.org/a-a-historical-events-in-september/ 

https://www.aa-oregon.org/a-a-historical-events-in-september/
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2020 September Area Assembly Online 

9/18/2020 – 9/20/2020 

Oregon Area 58 will be holding the upcoming 

September 2020 Assembly virtually on Zoom. 

For more information, visit the Oregon Area 58 website: 

www.aa-oregon.org/events/2020-september-assembly/ 

http://www.aa-oregon.org/events/2020-september-assembly/
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EVI September Elections! 
Service Positions available in September 2020: 

• Activities Chair & Co-Chair 

• Literature Chair & Co-Chair 

• Outreach Chair & Co-Chair 

• Grapevine Chair & Co-Chair 

• Meeting Directory Chair & Co-Chair 

• Website Chair & Co-Chair 

• Hospitals & Institutions Chair & Co-Chair 

• Newsletter Chair & Co-Chair 

Descriptions of these committees can be found here: 
 https://eviaaweb.org/evi-info/evi-committees/ 

https://eviaaweb.org/evi-info/evi-committees/
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Read or listen to stories about Step 9 in the 

Grapevine Archives! 

 

“A New View”  
https://www.aagrapevine.org/magazine/2020/sep/new-view 

 

“Back In Court”  
https://www.aagrapevine.org/magazine/2020/apr/back-court 

 

“All Things Are Possible” 
https://www.aagrapevine.org/magazine/2020/feb/all-things-are-possible 

 

More stories on Step 9 available at aagrapvine.org 

Complete list of the AA Grapevine’s “Step 9” archived stories: 

https://www.aagrapevine.org/archive?f%5B0%5D=steps_traditions_concepts%3A572 

 

https://www.aagrapevine.org/magazine/2020/sep/new-view
https://www.aagrapevine.org/magazine/2020/apr/back-court
https://www.aagrapevine.org/magazine/2020/feb/all-things-are-possible
https://www.aagrapevine.org/archive?f%5B0%5D=steps_traditions_concepts%3A572

